APPLETON FIRE DEPARTMENT REQUIREMENTS FOR BOOTHS

AND STANDS DURING THE 2009 OCTOBERFEST ACTIVITIES

1. A minimum of one 2A10BC U/L Listed fire extinguisher (properly serviced within the last 12 months) must be available in every stand or booth using a heating/electrical device for the purpose of heating or cooking.  Anyone using deep fat fryers or other grease in-depth appliances shall also have a minimum of one 40BC dry chemical or K-Rated wet chemical U/L Listed fire extinguisher (properly serviced within the last 12 months).  No open flame shall be within 16" of any grease in-depth appliance unless approved by the department.  The temperature of the grease needs to be maintained at a safe temperature not to exceed 400 degrees; this must be monitored at all times with use of a thermometer per each cooking container.  All equipment used for this purpose must be listed and/or approved for the specific use.  Appliance area must be properly secured and monitored by an adult at all times.  Personnel manning the stands or booths should have working knowledge of the proper use of fire extinguishers.  Caution must be taken when using fire extinguishers on grease fires to prevent the spread of the fire and injury to personnel.  All combustibles must be kept a safe distance from cooking devices.  Any appliances exceeding 2 square feet surface area needs prior approval from the Appleton Fire Department before use.    

2. Electrical cords should be plugged directly into the outlets provided by the City of Appleton on College Avenue.  Cords should not run from College Avenue businesses unless absolutely necessary.  Precautions shall be taken to prevent damage to all electrical cords.  Precautions shall also be taken to prevent tripping and falling hazards.  No electrical cords are to run on the sidewalks or where individuals may walk on them.

3. The use of generators for power should be avoided if at all possible.  If you absolutely must use a generator, keep in mind that generators can only be re-fueled while the generator is not running and has had sufficient time to cool.  Fuel tanks on generators must be original manufacturer installed tanks, and no modifications can be made to increase fuel tank size.  A minimum separation of 20’ must be maintained between generators and tents or canopies and shall be isolated from public contact. 

4. Storage of flammable/combustible liquids is prohibited within 50’ of any tent/booth or other combustibles. Therefore, the use/storage of flammable/combustible liquids during Octoberfest is restricted to generator fuel tanks only.  No gas/fuel cans or other storage of flammable/combustible liquids permitted.

5. A minimum separation of 20’ must be maintained between all cooking appliances and an occupied tent; a tent is defined as a structure capable of being enclosed at least 75%.  Canopies open on at least three (3) sides a minimum 75% may be used for cooking purposes to cover charcoal or propane cooking appliances. All canopies in excess of 200 sq. ft.  shall be constructed of a fire resistive material and should have a label affixed indicating such.  All cooking fuels shall be allowed to fully cool before proper disposal and shall not be disposed of in dumpsters provided for trash. 

6. All compressed gas cylinders (CO2 tanks for dispensing soda, LP fuel tanks, etc.) must be properly secured to prevent tipping.  Consideration needs to be given to the location of all LP tanks.  LP cylinders used to fuel cooking appliances placed under canopies will be considered on an individual basis.      

7. No stand, booth, ride, or display shall extend more than a maximum of 12’ from the curb.  To maintain proper emergency vehicle access on College Avenue, no obstructions should project beyond this point. 

8. For tents or canopies exceeding 200 square feet, or tents/canopies combined to create one area exceeding 200 square feet, a permit must be obtained from the Appleton Fire Department.

9. Any set-up that does not fall within the guidelines stated above must be submitted to the City of Appleton Fire Prevention Division for individual approval prior to setting up for the event. 

If you have any questions, comments, or concerns regarding the above requirements, please contact the Appleton Fire Department, Fire Prevention Division, at (920) 832-5810.
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